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TTLT Dogs in School Policy  
  
Introduction  

TTLT fully believes in the benefits of having dogs in schools. Children can benefit educationally and 

emotionally, increase their understanding of responsibility and develop empathy and nurturing skills 

through contact with a suitable, calm dog. In addition to these benefits children take great enjoyment from 

interaction with animals. Children who read to dogs are less likely to be embarrassed reading aloud and find 

the experience less stressful. Research has proved that children who read to dogs show an increase in 

reading levels, word recognition, and a higher desire to read and write. Dogs are also useful when dealing 

with children’s challenging behaviour, to either diffuse the situation or give a calming influence and 

something soothing to touch.  

  

Health and Safety  

There are a variety of accidents which can happen within the school environment which far exceed the 

number of injuries or incidents caused by a dog. Therefore it is another risk that needs to be managed.   

Each school will need to have its own risk assessment related specifically to their dog and reviewed on an 

annual basis.  

 It will be made known on the school office entrance and the school’s website that the school have a dog.  

  

 Staff, visitors and children known to have allergic reactions will be made aware of the dog’s presence, so 

that precautions can be taken to prevent reactions. If there is planned contact for a child with the dog, 

antihistamines (supplied and written permission given by the parents/carers of the allergic child) may be 

administered to combat the allergy symptoms.  

  

If the dog is ill, it will not be allowed in to school.  

   

When moving between classrooms or on a walk the dog will be under full control and supervision of an 

adult.  

 

Children will be made aware of and reminded about appropriate behaviour around the dog. They should 

remain calm, not make sudden movements and must never stare in to dog’s eyes as this could be 

interpreted as threatening. Children should never go near or disturb a dog that is sleeping or eating.  

  

Dogs express their feelings through their body language. Growling or baring teeth indicate that the dog is 

feeling angry or threatened. Flattened ears, tail lowered or between their legs, hiding behind their owner, 

whining or growling are signs that the dog is frightened or nervous. If the dog is displaying any of these 

warning signs, it should be immediately removed from the situation or environment.  

  

Children should always wash their hands after handling the dog.  
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Any dog foul will be cleaned immediately and disposed of appropriately by an adult.  

  

Incidents  

1. If an incident or bite occurs (even playfully) parents will be contacted immediately.   

2. If there is a wound it will be cleaned and covered with a sterile, non-sticky dressing.  

3. The appropriate medical attention will be given.  

4. All staff will be informed.  

5. A full investigation will take place.  

6. The suitability of having a dog will be reassessed by the senior leadership team.  

  

Other Dogs on School Site 

We recognise that dogs are an important part of life for many Rushton First School families, and as such, 

are often included in day-to-day activities such as walking children to and from school. The school 

appreciates this inclusion and values pet ownership as an educational experience; it also acknowledges 

other families (and individuals) can find contact with other dogs stressful, even frightening.  

This policy takes into consideration the needs and expectations of all members of the Rushton First School 

community and also aims to minimise the risk of accident or injury to people or animals within the school 

grounds.  

 
To this end, the policy sets out a "Code of Conduct" for all families wishing to bring their dogs onto the 

school grounds. Failure to comply with the Code of Conduct in respect of a dog means the dog is not to be 

brought into the school grounds between 8.00am and 4.00pm during the school week. Existing council by-

laws already cover issues such as dog restraint and the need for owners to pick up their dog’s excrement. 

For clarity these matters will also be dealt with in the dogs in school policy.  

 

Regulations concerning dogs on the school grounds are as follows. All parents and other carers intending to 

bring their dogs to school must adhere to this Code of Conduct which states:  

•  All dogs must be on a lead that keeps the dog reasonably close to the adult. 

•  Dogs’ leads need to be held by adults only.  

•  Dogs may be tied up away from door entry on a short lead for brief periods of time (giving enough time to  

take a child into class)  

•  No dogs are allowed in the small play area for Nursery/Reception children or on the playing fields as 

children have to feel free to be able to play away from dogs.  

• Dogs should not stand in the middle of the main playground and must be walked around the perimeter of 

the main playground when collecting children.  

• Dogs must be tied away from entry ways so that children have a choice whether they want to come in 

direct contact with dogs.  

• No dogs accompanying children to and from school are allowed inside any school buildings.  

• Parents are responsible for cleaning up any soiling by their dog on the school grounds and failure to do so 

will mean the dog will no longer be allowed in the school grounds.  

• When bringing dogs on to the site, parents do so with an absolute understanding that their dog has no 

issues around children, has never displayed any aggression towards children and that the owner believes 

the dog is fully trustworthy in a school environment.  

 

The policy makes it explicit that dogs will not be allowed in classrooms (unless on a specific invited visit) or 

the rest of the school building. The policy and Code of Conduct make clear that bringing dogs to school is a 

privilege not a right. Rushton First School is committed to teaching children appropriate behaviour when 

approaching and interacting with all pets, in a bid to further minimise the risk of accidents and injury. For 

the avoidance of doubt, the school retains the right to direct that a dog is not to be brought into the school 

grounds between 8.00am and 4.00pm during the school week, at the Headteacher’s discretion. 
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Roles and Responsibilities   

The CEO, The Headteacher and TTLT has a responsibility to ensure that the school has a written policy and 

risk assessment for dogs in school. The Headteacher is responsible for implementing this policy. Teachers 

and staff are required to adhere to this policy. The owner of the dog is financially responsible for all of the 

dog’s care and is responsible for the dog outside of school hours. They are responsible for ensuring that the 

dog is vaccinated, wormed and flea treated and that the dog is insured providing public liability insurance 

cover. A copy of the certificate is to be kept in the school office. 

 


