
Rushton CE Primary School 
Happy Learning Together 

rps.ttlt.org.uk 
 

History Policy – January 2020 

 

History Policy 
 

Intent 

At Rushton CE Primary School, we believe that the past influences all aspects of our lives.  

We live in a society that has been shaped by significant events and people of the past. It 

is important that our children understand how the customs and beliefs of the community, 

or communities, to which we belong, have been shaped by these events and the actions of 

individuals.  In a world where societies are becoming increasingly diverse, it is important 

for children to understand cultural, national and international history as a way of creating 

a shared identity and interconnections. Through the teaching of a high quality history 

curriculum, we aim to equip children with the skills to become increasingly independent 

critical and analytical thinkers. We want them to develop a secure understanding of the 

chronology of important historical events and time periods. In planning and delivering 

interesting and engaging activities, we want to inspire and motivate them to ask questions 

and find answers through different methods of historical enquiry.  We aim to foster 

enthusiasm and intrigue about the past through the use of artefacts, the invitation of 

visitors to our school and through the participation in educational visits. 

 

Purpose 

This policy aims to show how our school intends to fulfil its legal obligation to deliver the 

National Curriculum and how and where we can go beyond that to create a stimulating and 

exciting curriculum which will meet the future needs of the children. 

 

Aims for the teaching of history 

Our aims are that all children will: 

 understand the present in the context of the past 

 be stimulated by and maintain an interest in the past 

 help give children a sense of identity through an understanding of their cultural 

roots and personal or shared inheritance 

 help children to learn about traditions and inheritance of other cultures in the 

modern world 

 to prepare pupils for adult life 

 

The process of history 

History is a process which helps to explain the present through an understanding of the 

past.  We see this process as being one of chronology, investigation and explanation of 

events, happenings and society with a local/national and world emphasis. 

  

Monitoring of implementation 

History will be monitored by the History Subject Leader at least biannually in order to 

make sure that the above aims and objectives are carried out. Evidence can be found in 
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long/medium/short term planning and children’s work. This is fed back to the subject 

leader’s link governors.  

   

The contribution of history to the curriculum and wider life of the school 

 History uses and develops skills and knowledge from all areas of the curriculum. 

 It has a methodology for thinking which forms the basis for intellectual enquiry. 

 Appreciation of the nature of history and the contribution it makes to society will 

encourage children to develop a sense of their responsibility as members of society 

and of the contribution they can make to it. 

 Learning in history contributes to personal development by encouraging wonder and 

curiosity, and a respect for the richness of all cultures. 

 

Implementation 

History is an essential part of learning in the Foundation Stage as it is incorporated in 

everyday learning. The historical aspects of the children’s work relate to the objectives 

set out in the early learning goals (ELGs) for Understanding the World, more specifically 

People and Communities. History is taught throughout the EYFS both in short adult inputs 

and continuous provision activities. 

In KS1 and KS2, the history curriculum is planned and delivered on a two-year cycle, due to 

the mixed age classes. History is taught as part of a termly, of half-termly topic. 

In KS1, children learn about small snapshots of history by considering changes within living 

memory to help them to understand that history is always being made. They will also look 

at local history; learning about significant historical events, people and places in their own 

locality should develop their understanding of how their homes have been shaped by the 

past. They will start to look at history on a national and global scale by studying key people 

and events which have influenced how we live today. 

In KS2, children will begin to study specific periods of time in more detail. Due to mixed 

age classes, these periods cannot be taught in chronological order. In order for children to 

be able to build-up a secure understanding of chronology, from ancient history to modern 

history, time-line activities are incorporated into each topic and regularly re-visited.  Each 

child also compiles their own dictionary of historical terms to develop their progressive 

use of appropriate and accurate language.  Children will continue to develop their concepts 

of historical enquiry by beginning to differentiate between primary and secondary sources 

and make independent evaluations of historical events 

 

Specialist Educational Needs 

Teachers ensure that lessons are planned so that all pupils make progress and gain 

positively from the lesson through a range of differentiated tasks and activities, which 

encourage full and active participation by all children irrespective of ability. 

Care needs to be taken to ensure that children with particular disabilities e.g. language or 

physical problems will have their individual needs met. 

Pupils who are very able will be challenged with extended activities.  

 

 



3 

History Policy – January 2020 

Parental Involvement 

Encouraging parents to take an active part in the learning of their children is probably one 

of the most important ways of improving this learning. To this end we involve parents by 

encouraging children to go home and talk about their work, to encourage parents to help 

with any homework which may be set and enlisting their help in educational visits. The 

children are encouraged to use their parents and wider family as a resource. 

 

Homework 
Children are expected to do small amounts of work at home as and when required. The 

activity will be linked to a skill that has been taught or to consolidate knowledge further.  

 

Display 

Children derive much pleasure and benefit by having their work displayed.  When possible 

samples of work are mounted and displayed within the classroom or on other display boards 

throughout the school.   

 

Impact  

The impact and measure of our curriculum provision is to ensure that children at Rushton 

will be able to understand historical concepts and have an understanding of how they have 

shaped the world that we live in today. The will have a secure understanding of chronology 

and use a rich vocabulary.  They will be equipped with transferrable skills that will support 

their learning in all areas of the curriculum as they continue along their educational 

journey and in preparation for adult life. Alongside this, we aim to foster passion and 

enthusiasm for history. 

 

Dyslexia friendly school 

As a dyslexia friendly school, we will provide quality teaching, differentiated as needed. 

We will identify and respond to unexpected difficulties, actively working to include all 

pupils so they can achieve in all areas of learning. 

We feel that more children are successful when taught using dyslexia friendly teaching 

methods. By teaching in this way, we aim to make our teaching and learning fully accessible 

to all children. We will try to discover how the child learns best and use a variety of multi-

sensory activities including practical activities and ICT, using eyes, ears, speech, fingers, 

to stimulate learning. 

We aim to enable children to use their strengths for learning while developing the areas 

they find more difficult. 

 

 

 


