
  
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                       

   

 

 
English - Writing 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
ELG Early Learning Goal 
 

Write simple phrases and sentences 
that can be read by others.  
 

Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing sounds with a 
letter or letters. 
 

Write recognisable letters, most of 
which are correctly formed  

Write narratives that are 
sequenced to form a short 
narrative. 

Write simple, coherent 

narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others 

(real or fictional). 

Write clearly structured 
narratives, in sections, 
that include character 
descriptions and some 
dialogue. 

Write coherent, fictional 
narratives, creating characters, 
settings and plot using 
paragraphs to organise ideas. 

Independent writing refers to the context of the task. Begin to write for 
different purposes. 

Write for a range of purposes, 
using simple devices to 
structure the writing and 
support the reader. 

Word Structure/spelling  

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3              Year 4 

Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds 
with a letter or letters.  
 
Form lowercase and capital letters 
correctly.  
To begin to use the correct pronoun 
(consideration to number and gender) 

Using verb suffixes –ing and –ed 
where there is no change to the 
root word. 
Using the noun suffix –s for 
plurals. 

Using verb suffixes –es, –ing and 
–ed and applying some rules for 
spelling. 
Using noun suffixes –s and –es. 
Beginning to adjective apply 
suffixes –er and –est. 

Formation of nouns using 
a range of prefixes, (such 
as super-, dis-,mis-) and 
suffixes (such as -ly -ous).  

Formation of nouns using a 
range of prefixes, (such as il- im- 
inter-sub) and suffixes (such as -
ation, -ally) 

Spell most of the Year 1 
common exception words. 

Spell most of the Year 2 
common exception words. 
 

To spell words which are often misspelt (taught spelling of 
the year 3 and 4 common exception words).  



  
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                       

   

 

To begin to use the correct 
pronoun (consideration to 
number and gender) 

To understand the purpose of 
an apostrophe for omission. 

Use of the forms a or an 
according to whether or 
not he next word begins 
with a consonant or a 
vowel. 

The grammatical difference 
between the plural and 
possessive - s 

To use simple word banks for 
word choice. 

To use word banks to support 
word choices. 

To begin to use word 
banks/simple dictionaries 
to support their spelling 
choices. 

To use the first two or three 
letters of a word to check its 
spelling in a dictionary. 

 To spell some homophones 
(their/there, be/bee, 
right/write, see/sea) 

To spell homophones 
correctly. 

To spell further homophones 
and near- homophones 
correctly.  
 

Sentence Structure/Grammar 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
Write simple phrases and sentences 
that can be read by others. 
 
Reread what they have written to 
check it makes sense. 
 
Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 
well-formed sentences.   

Write simple sentences and use 
co-ordination (and) to join 
clauses for multi-clause 
sentences. 

Demarcate some sentences 
with capital letters and full 
stops. 

Use co-ordination (or, and, but) 
and subordination (when, if, 
that, because) to join clauses. 

Demarcate most sentences in 
their writing with capital letters 
and full stops. 

To write a mixture of 
grammatically accurate 
simple and multi-clause 
sentences which are 
accurately punctuated. 

To extend the range of 
multiclause sentences by using 
a wider variety of coordinating 
and subordinating conjunctions. 

Orally connect one idea or action to 
another using a range of connectives. 
Develop social phrases.  

To use sentence openings 
(teacher modelling). 

To use a variety of sentence 
openings. 

To use an increasing 
variety of sentence 
openings. 

To use a wide and varied range 
of sentence openings 
independently. 

Orally describe events in some detail.  
 

To use vocabulary to indicate 
chronology. 

To use vocabulary to indicate 
time and chronology. 

To express time, place and 
cause using conjunctions, 
adverbs and prepositions. 

To use an increasing range of 
adverbials and fronted 
adverbials accurately. 

 
To begin to use adjectives to 
describe. 
 

To adjectives to describe and 
specify. 
 

To use noun phrases 
expanded by adjectives. 

To use noun phrases expanded 
by modifying adjectives, nouns 
and prepositional phrases. 

 
First person is used mostly 
consistently. 

First person is used consistently 
and confidently. 

First and third person are 
used mostly consistently. 

First and third person are used 
consistently and confidently. 



  
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                       

   

 

To begin to use tenses correctly in 
speech.  

To begin to use tenses in 
writing. 

To use present and past tense 
mostly correctly and 
consistently. 
 

Present and past tense is 
usually used consistently. 

Present and past tense, 
including the progressive form, 
is usually correctly chosen and 
used consistently throughout a 
piece of writing. 
 

Text Structure and Organisation 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Write simple phrases and sentences 
that can be read by others. 

 

To use some of the 
characteristics of narrative 
form. 

To use narrative features 
(beginning, middle, end) 

Beginning to use 
paragraphs to group 
similar 
information/related 
material together. 
 

Effective use of paragraphs to 
organize ideas around a theme 
to aid cohesion.   

Begin to show some 

features of different texts. 

In non-narrative texts, 

sections of writing 

sequenced appropriately. 

In non-narrative texts, 

the use of headings 

and subheadings to 

organise and present 

information clearly. 

In non-narrative texts, the 

simple overall structure of 

the text type is used 

appropriately.  

Organisational devices 

which aid presentation are 

independently chosen and 

used effectively. 

Punctuation 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
To begin to use capital letters 

and full stops, with support.  

  Beginning to use 

inverted commas to 

punctuate direct 

speech. 

Accurate use of inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech. 



  
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                       

   

 

 Commas used to separate 

nouns in a list. 

Commas usually used 

in lists consistently. 

Commas after fronted 

adverbials used 

consistently. 

 Apostrophes to indicate 

omission. 

Apostrophes to 

indicate possession 

with single nouns. 

Apostrophes to indicate 

possession with single and 

plural nouns. 

  Apostrophes to 

indicate possession 

with single nouns. 

Apostrophes to indicate 

possession with single and 

plural nouns. 

Demarcate some 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops. 

Begin to use question 

marks and exclamation 

marks to demarcate 

sentences. 

Demarcate most 

sentences in their writing 

with capital letters and full 

stops. 

Use question marks and 

exclamation marks 

realising their effect on the 

reader 

 

Use of punctuation taught previously in KS1 to mark 

sentences (capital letters, full stops, exclamation 

marks, question marks) and capital letters for 

proper nouns must be used accurately and 

independently. Apostrophes used for contractions. 

Terminology 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
Learn new vocabulary.   letter, capital letter word, 

singular, plural, sentence 

punctuation, full stop, 

question mark, 

exclamation mark 

noun, noun phrase, 

statement, question, 

exclamation, command, 

compound, suffix, 

adjective, adverb, verb 

tense (past, present) 

apostrophe, comma 

Word family, conjunction, adverb, preposition, 

direct speech, inverted commas, consonant, 

vowel, clause, subordinate clause, prefix, pronoun, 

possessive, determiner 

 

 
 


