
Hedgehog Class Curriculum Planner-Year A  

Reception programme of study  

P
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n
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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Come the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts 

Phase 1- 7 Aspects 

focusing on 

speaking and 

listening combined 

with Phase 2 

beginning (up to 

set 3 s, a, t, p, i, n, 

m, d, g, o, c, k) 

 

Phase 2 end (to set 

5 ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, 

ff, l, ll, ss)  

  

Blending focus 

using all Phase 2 

sounds 

  

Tricky words 

taught: I, no, go, 

to, the, into 

 

Phase 3 beginning 

(set 6, 7 and 

consonant 

digraphs j, v, w, x, 

y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, 

th, ng) 

Tricky words: he, 

she, we, me, be 

 

Phase 3 end- 

vowel digraphs  

 ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, 

ar, or, ur, ow, oi, 

ear, air, ure, er 

Tricky Words: was, 

you, they, all, are, 

my, her 

 

Phase 4  

Consonant clusters 

e.g. br, tr, st and 

adjacent 

consonants CCVC, 

CVCC words.  

  

Tricky Words: said, 

have, like, so, do, 

some, come, were, 

there, little, one, 

when, out, what 

 

 

Phase 5 

Alternative sounds 

e.g. oy, ay, ie 

Tricky words: oh, 

their, people, Mr, 

Mrs, looked, 

called, asked, 

could and Y1 

common 

exception words 

as stated on NC 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  
  
  

Te
x
ts

 

Texts:  

Supertato, 

Information books- 

people who help 

us 

Texts:  

Elves and the shoe 

maker, The story of 

Christmas- Jesus 

Christmas party 

 

Texts: 

Ollie and the 

Planets, Aliens love 

underpants,  

Whatever Next, 

Space information 

books 

 

Texts: 

Dear Zoo, 

information books-

animals, Rumble in 

the Jungle, 

Giraffes can’t 

Dance 

 

 

 

Texts: 

Dinosaurs Love 

Underpants, 

Charlie and the 

Dinosaurs, 

information books.  

 

 

 

Texts: 

The Hungry 

Caterpillar, The 

Ladybird Heard, 

Information books 
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Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Come the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts 

Text: 

Supertato 

 

Word 

meaning/vocab 

understanding 

Tasting the 

different veggies 

Exploring how 

veggies might feel 

e.g. scared 

What makes a 

super hero super? 

Do you have a 

real life hero?  

 

Text: 

The Nativity Story 

 

Characters- why 

were they there 

that night? 

Vocabulary 

understanding.  

Discussion around 

the baby Jesus- 

why was he so 

special? Were you 

a special baby? 

 

Text: 

Whatever Next 

 

Looking at feelings- 

how does baby 

bear/the 

owl/mummy bear 

feel and why?  

Vocabulary 

understanding- 

whoosh/roar etc.  

Generate 

sentences about 

the text 

Hygiene- we have 

to keep clean 

because… 

 

Text: 

Rumble in the 

Jungle 

 

Rhyming words 

Vocabulary 

understanding e.g. 

quivers and shivers 

and shudders.  

Choosing favourite 

animal 

Book review 

Searching for 

sounds/words/trick

y words.  

Pick an animal to 

find out facts 

about.  

 

 

Text: 

If I had a Dinosaur 

 

Rhyming words 

What tricks would 

you teach to a 

dinosaur?  

Would a dinosaur 

be a good pet- 

why/why not?  

Exploring the 

sounds animals 

make- 

roaring/barking 

etc.  

Vocabulary 

understanding- 

enormaous/broad 

etc- what do these 

words mean?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: 

The Ladybird 

Heard 
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Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Come the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts 

Skills:  

Giving meaning to 

marks 

Name writing 

Formation of letters 

Initial sounds  

 

Activities: 

Teacher 

annotated speech 

bubbles   

Class story maps, 

drawing and 

labelling 

supertato/heroes, 

fact sheets- 

people who help 

us.  

 

Skills:  

Segment and 

blend simple 

words, write 

labels/captions, 

formation of letters 

 

Activities:  

Lists- Santa lists, 

potions, design a 

shoe and label, 

Christmas card 

writing, invent and 

elf and 

label/caption, trip 

recount.  

 

Skills: 

Attempting to 

write short 

sentences, hear 

and say all sounds 

in simple words, 

using tricky words 

in writing, 

formation of 

letters.  

 

Activities:  

Label planets, 

write a postcard 

from Space, Book 

review of Aliens 

love underpants, 

individual story 

maps and label 

them, sentences to 

describe an alien.  

 

Skills:  

Writing sentences 

using finger 

spaces, capital 

letters and full 

stops, using tricky 

words in writing, 

forming letters 

correctly, using 

phonics to spell in 

a way which 

matches spoken 

sounds.  

 

Activities:  

Animal Fact files, If 

I went to the jungle 

I would take…., 

recount of the trip, 

book review of 

Rumble in the 

jungle, make up 

own section of 

Rumble in the 

jungle, my 

favourite animal 

is… 

 

 

 

 

Skills: 

Consolidating skills 

from spring 2, 

spelling words 

using sounds 

taught in phonics.  

 

Activities:  

Dinosaur dig 

writing- what 

bones have we 

found? Finding 

dinosaur eggs in 

the classroom- 

instructions on how 

to look after a 

dinosaur baby, 

describing 

dinosaurs and 

writing information 

sheets.  

 

Skills:  

Begin to use longer 

words in writing 

from phase 4, use 

tricky words and 

other common 

HFW’s taught, 

begin to use 

features of a 

narrative in their 

work 

 

Activities:  

Story mapping the 

lady bird heard, 

writing the story of 

ladybird heard in 

sections, writing 

information sheets 

about insects and 

bugs, writing 

sections of stories 

based on insects- 

using miniscule 

short videos to 

write about what 

happens.  

 



M
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Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Come the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts 

Week 1 to 3: 

Baseline 

Assessments  

Week 4: Numbers– 

why are they 

special and 

Number 1 

Week 5: Number 2 

Week 6: Number  3 

Week 7: Number 4 

Week 8: Number 5 

 

Week 1: Sorting 

Week 2: 1 more 

(up to 5) 

Week 3: 1 less 

(numbers to 5) 

Week 4: 

Prepositions 

Week 5: 2D shapes 

Week 6 and 7: 

Comparing 

Quantities 

 

Week 1: Time- My 

Day 

Week 2: Number 

bonds to 5 

Week 3: counting 

with 6,7 and 8 

Week 4: counting 

with 9 and 10 

Week 5: 

Comparing 

number to 

10/Addition to 10   

Week 6: Addition 

to 10/Number 

bonds to 10 

 

Week 1 and 2: 

Subtraction to 10 

Week 3: Length 

and Height 

Week 4: 

Weight/volume 

Week 5: Measure 

Week 6: 3D shapes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 1 and 2: 

Place Value to 20 

Week 3: Doubling 

Week 4: Halving 

Week 5: Counting 

on/backwards 

 

Week 1: 

Halving/Sharing 

Odds/evens 

Week 2: Counting 

in 2’s 5’s and 10’s 

Week 3: Money 

Week 4: Time 

Week 5 and 6: 

Review and Revisit 

(gaps) 
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Circle times based 

on value of 

thankfulness 

Circle times 

planned around 

children’s needs 

e.g. 

kindness/families/ 

change etc.  

 

Circle times based 

on value of trust 

Circle times 

planned around 

children’s needs 

e.g. 

kindness/sharing/ 

families/change 

etc.  

 

Circle times based 

on value of 

perseverance  

Circle times 

planned around 

children’s needs 

e.g. 

kindness/families/ 

change etc.  

 

Circle times based 

on value of justice  

Circle times 

planned around 

children’s needs 

e.g. 

kindness/families/ 

change etc. 

Circle times based 

on value of service 

Circle times 

planned around 

children’s needs 

e.g. 

kindness/families/ 

change etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circle times based 

on value of 

truthfulness 

Circle times 

planned around 

children’s needs 

e.g. 

kindness/families/ 

change etc.  
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Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Come the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts 

Moving and 

Handling:  

Soccer Lions- 

moving in different 

ways, balancing, 

controlling a ball. 

 

Dough disco  

 

Cosmic yoga 

 

funky finger 

activities- 

threading super 

heroes, saving the 

superheroes from 

jellibaff 

 

Superhero secret 

notes using pre-

writing symbols 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving and 

Handling:  

Soccer Lions- 

moving in different 

ways, balancing, 

jumping, 

controlling a ball, 

throwing  

 

Dough disco 

 

Cosmic yoga 

 

funky finger 

activities- 

collecting fairy 

sequins, threading 

shoe laces 

 

developing own 

writing symbols 

and beginning to 

practice forming 

letters in line with 

developing phonic 

knowledge to 

make words. 

 

Fairy dancing- 

changing speed 

and direction. 

Moving and 

Handling:  

Soccer Lions- 

moving in different 

ways, balancing, 

jumping, 

controlling a ball, 

throwing and 

kicking. 

 

Dough disco 

 

Cosmic yoga 

 

funky finger 

activities- cheerio 

threading 

 

Moving like an 

astronaut in space 

and on the moon, 

split spin 

astronauts, rocket 

building with 

crates and planks 

  

 

Moving and 

Handling:  

Soccer Lions- 

moving in different 

ways, balancing, 

jumping, control of 

objects, kicking 

and throwing 

 

Cosmic yoga 

 

funky finger 

activities- link 

snakes, cutting 

jungle leaves  

 

Moving like 

different animals, 

building animal 

homes with 

construction 

 

 

Moving and 

Handling:  

Soccer Lions- 

moving in different 

ways, balancing, 

jumping, control of 

objects, kicking 

and throwing 

 

Cosmic yoga 

 

funky finger 

activities- saving 

dinosaurs from the 

mud, peg board 

dinosaur tracks 

 

Moving slow and 

fast like dinosaurs, 

making dinosaur 

dens, play dough 

dinosaurs and 

prints, letter writing 

in the sand 

 

 

Moving and 

Handling:  

Soccer Lions- 

moving in different 

ways, balancing, 

jumping, control of 

objects, kicking 

and throwing. 

 

Cosmic yoga/ P.E 

lesson (Entrust) 

 

funky finger 

activities- tweezers 

and minibeasts, 

how many little 

ladybirds in a 

minute, cheerio 

caterpillars 

 

clay minibeasts, 

moving like 

different minibeats 
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Health and self 

care:  

 

Changing for 

Soccer Lions, self 

toileting, washing 

hands 

 

Understanding the 

need for a varied 

diet (linked into 

Harvest learning)  

 

Understanding why 

washing hands is 

important to being 

healthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health and self 

care: 

 

Changing for 

Soccer Lions, self 

toileting, washing 

hands 

 

Understanding the 

need for a varied 

diet.  

 

Understanding why 

washing hands is 

important to being 

healthy. 

 

The tooth fairy- 

why its important 

and how to look 

after teeth.  

Health and self 

care: 

 

Changing for 

Soccer Lions, self 

toileting, washing 

hands 

 

Understanding 

their own needs 

and how to 

manage when 

they are hot or 

cold. 

Health and self 

care: 

 

Changing for 

Soccer Lions, self 

toileting, washing 

hands 

 

Understanding 

their own needs 

and how to 

manage when 

they are hot or 

cold. 

Health and self 

care: 

 

Changing for 

Soccer Lions, self 

toileting, washing 

hands 

 

To confidently talk 

about and 

practice keeping 

themselves safe 

around the 

classroom, making 

healthy choices. 

Health and self 

care: 

 

Changing for 

Soccer Lions, self 

toileting, washing 

hands 

 

To confidently talk 

about and 

practice keeping 

themselves safe 

around the 

classroom, making 

healthy choices. 



U
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g

 t
h

e
 W

o
rl
d

 
  

U
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g

 t
h

e
 W

o
rl
d

  

Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Come the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts 

Geography  

Positional 

language and 

maps- help 

Supertato to 

rescue the 

vegetables from 

the Evil Pea.  

 

Science  

How do fruits and 

vegetables grow- 

what do they 

need? (Harvest)  

 

Technology 

Superhero gadgets 

and technology, 

Beebots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography  

Autumnal changes 

using the senses  

 

History  

Remembrance 

Sunday- why is it 

important, symbols 

of the poppy. 

 

Bonfire night- How 

do we celebrate.  

 

Science  

Fizzing fairy potions 

(reactions) 

 

Technology 

Beebots 

Geography  

Physical 

geography- what 

does the Earth look 

like and what 

features does it 

have? 

 

Human 

Geography- how 

do we look after 

the planet and the 

animals? 

 

History  

Neil Armstrong and 

the moon landing. 

 

Science  

space- planets, 

sun and moon  

 

Technology 

Spacesuits and 

rockets technology 

Geography  

Spring changes, 

animal habitats 

 

Science  

Similarities and 

differences 

between animals, 

liquids and solids 

(melting chocolate 

to make Easter 

nests)  

 

Technology 

Technology in toys 

and how they are 

different to other 

toys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography  

Dinosaur habitats, 

volcanoes 

 

History  

Dinosaur extinction 

 

Science  

Similarities and 

differences 

between 

dinosaurs, dinosaur 

food  

 

Technology 

Finding information 

using the 

computer/ipads 

Geography  

summer changes, 

animal habitats 

 

Science  

Minibeast 

lifecycles  

 

Technology 

code-a-pillar, 

Beebots, drawing 

minibeasts on the 

IWB changing lines 

and colour 
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Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Come the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts  

Media and 

Materials: 

Mixing colours to 

create a 

cityscape, 

Vegetable 

superheroes, 

superhero badges 

 

Being Imaginative 

superhero cave, 

mud kitchen 

 

Re-telling stories, 

helicopter stories, 

small world 

superhero 

adventures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Media and 

Materials 

Fairy dancing and 

music using the 

scarves and 

exploring 

instruments, 

lollipop sticks fairies 

and fairy jars, 

designing shoes or 

the elves. 

 

Christmas cards 

and gift/ 

decorations 

 

Being Imaginative 

shoe shop role 

play, fairy garden/ 

shed, mud kitchen 

 

Re-telling stories, 

helicopter stories, 

small world fairy 

adventures 

 

The Nativity 

performance. 

 

 

Media and 

Materials 

Junk modelling 

rockets, Moon and 

planet paintings, 

play dough and 

K’nex aliens 

 

 

Being Imaginative 

Space station role 

play, story shed, 

mud kitchen  

 

Re-telling stories, 

helicopter stories, 

small world rocket 

adventures 

Media and 

Materials 

Paper plate animal 

faces, twirly 

snakes, play 

dough animals, 

animal collages, 

animal homes 

 

Being Imaginative 

Jungle explorer 

role play, music 

shed, mud kitchen 

 

Re-telling stories, 

helicopter stories, 

small world animals 

and their habitats,  

 

Moving like 

different animals, 

animal dances 

Media and 

Materials 

Junk model 

dinosaurs, 

dinosaurs pictures,  

 

Being Imaginative 

Museum role play 

area, 

archaeological 

dig, home corner, 

mud kitchen 

 

Re-telling stories, 

helicopter stories, 

small world 

dinosaur lands 

Media and 

Materials 

Minibeast pictures, 

play dough/ clay 

minibeasts, paper 

plate ladybirds, 

butterfly wing 

colour mixing  

 

Being Imaginative 

Minibeast explorer 

garden role play, 

mud kitchen, 

home corner 

 

Re-telling stories, 

helicopter stories, 

small world 

minibeast habitats 
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Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Come the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts 

Festivals:  

Christian: Harvest 

Unit: Birthdays and 

general 

celebrations (link 

to number 

teaching in Maths- 

having a 5th 

birthday party)  

 

 

 

Festivals: 

Hindu: Diwali  

Jewish: Hanukah  

Christian: 

Christmas 

Remembrance   

Unit: 

Understanding 

Christianity:  

Why do Christians 

perform nativity 

plays at Christmas? 

 

Festivals: Chinese 

New Year 

 

Festivals:  

Christian: Pancake 

Day, Lent, Easter, 

Mothers Day 

Hindu: Holi 

Islam: Ramadan  

Unit: 

Understanding 

Christianity:  

Why do Christians 

put a Cross in an 

Easter garden? 

 

Festivals:  

Islam: Eid Mubarak  

Christian: Trinity 

Sunday 

Unit: 

Understanding 

Christianity:  

Why is the word 

‘God’ so important 

to Christians? 

 

Festivals: 

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

F
o

re
st

 S
c

h
o

o
l 

Autumn- seasons 

Off the floor- 

making 

bridges/swings- 

superhero missions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making fairy 

dens/doors/homes 

Frozen/trolls/rock 

trolls 

Winter- seasons- 

exploring ice- 

frozen balloons 

Fire- toasting 

marshmallows/drin

king hot chocolate 

Making reindeer 

food- natural 

materials 

Making Christmas 

decorations- bow 

saw wooden disks.  

Egg drop- space 

shuttle 

Space/planet hunt 

(like bear hunt) 

Making 

rockets/spaceshutt

les using natural 

materials- large 

scale/small world 

Making bird 

feeders 

 

Go to the ‘jungle’- 

pack what we 

need.  

Explorer camp- 

den building 

Spring- Seasons- 

growth- 

trees/plants and 

animals 

Easter gardens 

 

Digging for bones 

in mud trays 

Making large scale 

dinosaur bones 

using sticks 

 

Make minibeast 

homes 

Searchng for 

minibeasts 

Identify 

creatures/plants 

Set wasp traps 

Summer-Seasons 
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Superheroes Elves and Fairies To Infinity and 

Beyond 

Dear Zoo Here Comes the 

Dinosaurs 

Mad about 

Minibeasts 
 Christmas at 

Amerton Farm 

 

Christmas Nativity 

 Peak Wildlife Park  ZooLab 

 


